
Fear of Retaliation or Reprisal 
Survivors of sexual violence may not disclose to formal supports for fear of retaliation or reprisal. 1 2 
In a study examining college students’ perspectives on sexual assault, both men and women felt that a 
fear of retaliation by the perpetrator would be a barrier to disclosure for female victims/survivors.3 These 
perceptions were supported by findings showing that over 8% of college women who experienced sexual 
assault stated that they would not disclose to police because they were afraid of the perpetrator.4 Survivors of 
sexual assault within an intimate relationship are often afraid of retaliation from the perpetrator 
due to the ongoing access the perpetrator has to the victim,5 including fears related to stalking post separation. 
 
Fear of retaliation is especially prevalent among victim/survivors of sex trafficking. Often, perpetrators use 
violence and threats to engender fear and coerce compliance. 6 7 Given the low prosecution and conviction 
rates for sexual assault crimes, 8 survivors may not view reporting to police as a means of increasing 
personal safety and security. 
 
Fear of reprisal occurs for many reasons and is another barrier to disclosure. Some victims/survivors choose 
not to report the assault to police because they do not want to get the perpetrator in trouble (e.g., concern 
of reinforcing racial stereotypes; concerns of subjecting the perpetrator to institutionalized racism or 
homophobia; concern of deportation). 9 Others may fear reprisal from authorities because they were 
drinking underage when the sexual assault occurred. 10 If an opportunity presents itself, victim/survivors of 
trafficking and sexual exploitation may not disclose for fear of being deported, losing their children, or being 
prosecuted for criminal activity, such as prostitution.11 
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